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For release: March 25, 1996 Contact: Greg Donley, 421-7340, ext. 263 

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART FOUR FILMS BY FAMED BRAZILIAN FILMMAKER 
Tent of Miracles: Four Films by Nelson Pereira dos Santos 
Wednesdays, April 3, 10, 17, and 24, 1996 
Admission $4, CMA members $3. 

(Cleveland, OH) Co-founder of Brazil’s “Cinema Novo” (New Cinema) movement of the early sixties, 

Nelson Pereira dos Santos has assembled one of the most impressive bodies of work in Latin American 

cinema. On Wednesday nights in April, the Cleveland Museum of Art showcases four of his major films 

from four decades. Working in various styles, dos Santos has voiced social concerns, celebrated Brazilian 

culture, and skirted censorship in 17 features and several shorts shot over 42 years. The films to be shown at 

the museum are his neorealistic debut feature, Rio 100 Years, a turning point in Latin American cinema; 

Cannes award- winner Barren Lives', Tent of Miracles, an examination of a fictional mulatto folk hero; and 

the epic prison drama Memories of Prison. “Dos Santos is South America’s pre-eminent living filnmiaker,” 

says film program coordinator John Ewing. “As such, his films are essential viewing.” Thanks to the 

V 

Brazilian Consulate in New York for making this series possible. Each film $4, CMA members $3. 


Wed/3 Apr., 7:30 Rio 100 Degrees (Brazil, 1954/56, b&w, subtitles, 100 min.) directed by Nelson Pereira 
dos Santos. Suppressed for two years by Brazilian authorities, this authentic portrait of five slum-dwelling 
black youths who work a peanut vendors countered the picture-postcard images of Rio. 

Wed/10 Apr., 7:30 Barren Lives (Brazil, 1963, b&w, subtitles, 115 min.) directed by Nelson Pereira dos 
Santos. The Grapes of Wrath goes south in this stark, shattering masterpiece that pitilessly exposes the plight 
of a hungry, despairing migrant family in drought-ravaged northern Brazil. From a novel by Graciliano 
Ramos. 

Wed/17 Apr., 6:45 Memories of Prison (Brazil, 1984, color, subtitles, 174 min.) directed by Nelson Pereira 
dos Santos. An aloof, solitary, left-wing author imprisoned in 1930s Brazil turns more human and more 
committed during his hellish ordeal. From an autobiographical novel by Graciliano Ramos. 

Wed/24 Apr., 7:30 Tent of Miracles (Brazil, 1977, color, subtitles, 132 min.) directed by Nelson Pereira dos 
Santos. A forgotten, tum-of-the-century mulatto anthropologist who advocated interracial breeding is 
researched and rehabilitated in this sexy, satiric celebration of Brazilian multiculturalism. From a Jorge 
Amado novel. “A raucous, unkempt masterwork, an animated fresco as variegated as Bahia itself.” -Film 
Comment. 
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